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SHAKEN BABY SYNDROME AND VAERS: A 
REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

By RFD Columnist, F. Edward Yazbak, MD, FAAP.

TL Autism Research
Falmouth, Massachusetts

E-mail: tlautstudy@aol.com

PART ONE HERE 

DTAP lot 447831: 4 other reports (106181,111216, 111870, 111437) were filed. 
Two infants had high-pitch screaming. One had questionable minor seizures. The 
last infant (see below) had no pre-existing conditions. He vomited, became 
agitated and had trouble breathing hours after receiving 4 vaccines. He now has 
cerebral palsy and seizures.

VAERS ID
114337

Vaccination Date:
1998-03-18

Age
0.2

Date filed: 1998-09-24

 

Sex
M

 

Also By Dr. Yazbak

About Dr. Yazbak

January 12, 2004
HYPING VACCINES: AN 

INVESTIGATION
Chickenpox, Lyme, Rotavirus, 

And A Highly Revealing Analysis 
Of Flu Statistics 

December 22, 2003
DR. ANDREW WAKEFIELD IS 

BEING BLAMED FOR THE 
DECLINE IN MEASLES, 
MUMPS AND RUBELLA 

VACCINATION IN THE UK. 
BUT THAT’S NOT WHAT 
REALLY HAPPENED. THE 
TREND STARTED YEARS 

BEFORE HE PUBLISHED HIS 
INITIAL RESEARCH ON 
REGRESSIVE AUTISM 

December 4, 2003
A NOT-SO-PERFECT 

VACCINE: THE DIPHTHERIA, 
TETANUS AND ACELLULAR 
PERTUSSIS VACCINE: AN 

INVESTIGATION 

November 4, 2003
VACCINATION, RUBELLA 

AND CONGENITAL RUBELLA 
SYNDROME

Separating Fact From Fiction 
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Where Administered:
PVT

State
NJ

Purchased by:
UNK

Life Threatening 
Illness? No

Died? No

Disability? Yes

Recovered? No

ER or Doctor 
Visit? Yes

Hospitalized? 
Yes (days in 
hospital: 10)

    Prolonged 
Hospitalization? 
No

Current Illness: 
seizures

Diagnostic Lab 
Data:

Previous 
Vaccinations:

Other 
Medications:

Preexisting 
Conditions:

 

Vaccinations
Manufacturer
Lot
Dose
Route
Site

1
DTAP
LEDERLE
447831
0

 

2
HEP
MSD
1186E
1

 

3
HIBV
LEDERLE(PRAXIS)
0162H

 

4
IPV
CONNAUGHT LTD
N0292
0

 

November 1, 2003
A DETAILED REPORT ON 
VACCINES AND AUTISM, 

INCLUDING THE CURRENT 
CONTROVERSY BOILING 

OVER IN THE UK OVER THE 
MMR VACCINE 

October 15, 2003
THE SAGA OF PEDIATRIC 

HEPATITIS B VACCINATION
When it comes to the Sad Saga 

of the mandated Pediatric 
Hepatitis B Vaccination Program, 

there are still, twelve years 
later, more questions than 
answers. Probably the most 

baffling question is: why was a 
new vaccine recommended for a 

vulnerable infant without risk/
benefit analysis and in order to 
prevent a disease that was not 
an immediate threat and that 
had a decreasing incidence? 

October 10, 2003
SIDS, VACCINES AND VAERS: 

A FOLLOW-UP
On the basis of his investigation, 

a physician challenges 
statements made by the U.S. 
Institute of Medicine about 

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 
and vaccines 

September 22, 2003
SUDDEN INFANT DEATH 

SYNDROME AND THE 
VACCINE ADVERSE EVENT 

REPORTING SYSTEM: A 
REVIEW

A Physician investigates sudden 
and unexpected deaths of 

apparently healthy infants and 
the possible link of some of 

these deaths to vaccines

September 8, 2003
SHAKEN BABY SYNDROME 

AND VAERS: A REVIEW AND 
ANALYSIS

A physician investigates reports 
to the Vaccine Adverse Events 

Reporting System and finds that 
some parents who were accused 

of causing “Shaken Baby 
Syndrome” in their children 

were probably innocent
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Onset Date: 1998-03-19    Number of Days: 1

Symptoms: AGITATION ANOMALY CONGEN CNS 
ANOREXIA CONVULS DYSPNEA GI DIS MENTAL RETARD 
PALLOR REACT AGGRAV SYNCOPE VISION ABNORM 
WEIGHT DEC 

started vomiting @ approx 6AM p/bottle;had a sz & then 
lost consciousness;began crying;seemed to have trouble 
breathing;head was ice cold & was very pale;bein dx for 
cerebral palsy

* * *

How many cases of Shaken Baby Syndrome were filed with VAERS in 10 
years?

Search: Shaken Baby Syndrome

Result: 5 reports

The case in the first report (130604) is so tragic that it will be discussed 
separately. 

VAERS ID
164275

Vaccination Date:
2000-11-07

Age
0.4

Date filed: 2001-01-02

 

Sex
M

Where Administered:
PUB

State
SC

Purchased by:

 

Life 
Threatening 
Illness? No

Died? No

Disability? No

Recovered? No

ER or Doctor 
Visit? No

Hospitalized? 
Yes (days in 
hospital: 45)

    Prolonged 
Hospitalization? 
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No

Current Illness: 
NONE

Diagnostic Lab 
Data:

Previous 
Vaccinations:

Other 
Medications:

Preexisting 
Conditions: 
NONE

 

Vaccinations
Manufacturer
Lot
Dose
Route
Site

1
DTAP
UNCLASSIFIED
DTAP917A2

IM
LL

2
HIBV
UNCLASSIFIED

 

IM

3
IPV
UNCLASSIFIED

 

Onset Date: 2000-11-13    Number of Days: 6

Symptoms: CONVULS INJURY ACCID REACT UNEVAL 
THROM 

No data provided. 60 day follow-up states the pt has 
seizures. Discharge summary states diagnosis is shaken 
baby syndrome, inferior vena cava thrombus

Not enough information is available to discuss this report adequately. 

It is not clear why a diagnosis of SBS was made. 

The 4 months old male infant had no pre-existing conditions prior to 
vaccination. He developed seizures 6 days after receiving 3 vaccines 
and spent 45 days in the hospital. The interval between vaccination 
and seizures is appropriate and seizures have been reported after 
DTP, DTP-containing vaccines and DTAP. There is no relationship 
between seizures and inferior vena cava thrombosis 

Accidental injury is mentioned under symptoms, but no details are 
given. 

Thrombosis of the inferior vena cava is a very serious event, which 
may be due to direct trauma to the abdomen but no such trauma in 
mentioned. Interestingly, it is sometimes associated with another 
SBS: Short Bowel Syndrome.
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VAERS ID
166388

Vaccination Date:
2000-10-23

Age
0.2

Date filed: 2001-03-06

 

Sex
M

Where Administered:
OTH

State
MI

Purchased by:
OTH

Life 
Threatening 
Illness? No

Died? No

Disability? Yes

Recovered? No

ER or Doctor 
Visit? Yes

Hospitalized? 
Yes (days in 
hospital: 28)

    Prolonged 
Hospitalization? 
No

Current Illness: 
Respiratory 
infection on 
antibiotics

Diagnostic Lab 
Data:

Previous 
Vaccinations:

Other 
Medications: 
Antibiotics

Preexisting 
Conditions: 5 
weeks 
premature; 
respiratory 

 

Vaccinations
Manufacturer
Lot
Dose
Route
Site

1
DTP
UNCLASSIFIED

 

IM

2
HEP
MSD

 

IM

3
IPV
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infection, on 
antibiotics

SC

 

Onset Date: 2000-10-24    Number of Days: 1

Symptoms: APNEA BLIND BRAIN SYND ACUTE 
CONVULS DEAF ECCHYMOSIS EDEMA TONGUE INJURY 
INTENT PETECHIA SCREAMING SYND 

The pt's grandmother reported that a 2 month old male 
pt received vaccines on 10/23/00. Reportedly, the next 
day, the pt developed continuous crying, seen in 
physician's office. The pt was hospitalized on 11/22/00 
due to respiratory failure, bruising around the mouth, 
petechia and swollen tongue. Pt was discharged on 
12/20/00 with a dx of Shaken Baby Syndrome with brain 
damage, blind and deaf. Pt is on feeding tube and 
Phenobarbital for seizures. No further info is available. 
Upon internal review, seizures

This infant, who was 5 weeks premature, was sick and on antibiotics 
when he was vaccinated at the age of 2 months. The screaming 
syndrome and convulsions are known reactions to DTP. He had an 
anoxic hypoxic episode and respiratory failure with resulting brain 
damage, inability to swallow, blindness and deafness. The petechiae, 
bruising around the mouth and swollen tongue were caused, in all 
likelihood, by rough resuscitative efforts. Lot numbers were not listed 
and cannot be checked. 

The information provided does not seem to support a diagnosis of 
Shaken Baby Syndrome.

VAERS ID
168563

Vaccination Date:
1995-07-12

Age
0.3

Date filed: 2001-04-12

 

Sex
M

Where Administered:
PVT

State
OH

Purchased by:

 

Life 
Threatening 
Illness? Yes

Died? No

Disability? Yes

Recovered? No
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ER or Doctor 
Visit? Yes

Hospitalized? 
Yes (days in 
hospital: 14)

    Prolonged 
Hospitalization? 
No

Current Illness: 
NONE

Diagnostic Lab 
Data: MR-
showed cerebral 
palsy and cortical 
visual impairment.

Previous 
Vaccinations:

Other 
Medications: 
NONE

Preexisting 
Conditions: 3 
months 
premature at 
birth; healthy

 

Vaccinations
Manufacturer
Lot
Dose
Route
Site

1
DTAP
LEDERLE
390969
2
IM

 

2
HIBV
LEDERLE
010LD
2
IM

 

3
UNK
UNCLASSIFIED
722H1
2

 

Onset Date: 1995-07-20    Number of Days: 8

Symptoms: AGITATION ANOMALY CONGEN CNS COMA 
CONVULS GRAND MAL HEM INTRACRAN HEM RETINAL 
INFECT INJURY ACCID RESPIRAT DIS STUPOR VISION 
ABNORM 

Became fussy and took to doctor. He said it was a virus. 
Child became worse; went back to the doctor and he had 
a grand mal seizure and stopped breathing in the waiting 
room. He was taken to the hospital and almost died from 
seizures. MR showed cerebral palsy and cortical visual 
impairment. The 60 day follow-up states cerebral palsy. 
Diagnosis from hospital: shaken baby syndrome with 
intracranial hemorrhage, retinal hemorrhage, Traumatic 
Stupor - Coma
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This baby was born 3 months before term. He was "healthy" when at 
age 3 months he received 3 vaccines. He developed symptoms 8 days 
after vaccination and was evaluated. He did not have any evidence of 
injury and was sent home with a diagnosis of a viral illness. 

He was brought back to the doctor’s office where he convulsed and 
stopped breathing. He became permanently damaged. The 
circumstances as described do not suggest abuse. The timing of the 
severe seizures is compatible with a vaccine reaction. 

There were 8 other reports to VAERS for DTaP lot 390969: 66129, 75239, 
76157, 76167, 76476, 76860, 86318, 94563. Case 76476 had a seizure. 

There were 42 reports to VAERS with HIB lot 010LD (actually M010LD). Seven 
infants were hospitalized and one expired (case 77666), 

VAERS ID
178960

Vaccination Date:
2001-11-28

Age
3.0

Date filed: 2001-12-13

 

Sex
M

Where Administered:
PUB

State
MO

Purchased by:
PUB

Life 
Threatening 
Illness? No

Died? Yes (date 
died: 2001-11-28)

Disability? No

Recovered? No

ER or Doctor 
Visit? No

Hospitalized? No

Current Illness: 
NONE

Diagnostic Lab 
Data: NONE

Previous 
Vaccinations:

Other 
Medications: 
Phenobarbital; 
Baclofen; 
Robinul; 
Extendryl; Zyrtec 
Syrup; Nasonex 
Spray; Senocot 
Children's Syrup; 
NaFl; 
Acetaminophen 
Solution; 
Atrovent Neb

Preexisting 

 

Vaccinations
Manufacturer
Lot
Dose
Route
Site

1
FLU
WYETH
4018041
4
IM
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Conditions: 
Shaken baby 
syndrome at 5 
weeks of age; 
Blind; CA; 
Seizures; 13 
weeks 
premature; 
Disorder 
microcephaly; 
NPO with G-tubes

RA

Onset Date: 2001-11-28    Number of Days: 0

Symptoms: INJURY INTENT 

The pt had no problems immediately after injection or 
prior to being discovered dead in crib at 05:45 on 
11/28/01. On the last check of pt at 03:00 on 11/28/01, 
he was laughing and playing. Death certificate indicates 
the child died from shaken baby syndrome (suffering 
from this since 5 weeks old according to the dept of 
health).

 

This 3 year-old boy (ex-13 weeks premature) died hours after 
receiving a flu vaccine. It is difficult to understand how a 1998 
diagnosis of shaken baby syndrome can be listed as the cause of a 
sudden death in 2001, particularly when the child had "no problems" 
in the doctor’s office immediately after he received the flu vaccine and 
even later at home, before he died. 

In 2001, the same flu vaccine was used for children and adults. The 
dose was _ cc for children under the age of 3 and _ cc for adults and 
children over 3. It is more than likely that an infant with all the 
problems listed, who is only fed by gastrostomy tube, was small in 
stature and weighed much less than an average 3-year old. Under the 
circumstances, many pediatricians would have scaled the dose down 
to a _ cc. It is not known whether this was done. 

The limited information available suggests that several causes other 
than intentional injury could have caused the baby’s problems at age 
5 weeks. 

Listing the cause of death as shaken baby syndrome is not justified.

Three other reports were filed with Flu vaccine lot number 4018041. 

All 3 patients were adults. Two, 181314 and 181315, concerned females 
vaccinated in the same day and in the same facility in NY. The last was from 
Maryland. In all probability, all 3 received the same dose as the baby.

 

VAERS ID
130604

Vaccination Date:
1998-11-03

Age
0.1

Date filed: 1999-11-12
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