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SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME IN VAERS: 
A REVIEW

By RFD Columnist, F. Edward Yazbak, MD, FAAP

TL Autism Research
Falmouth, Massachusetts
E-mail: TLAutStudy@aol.com

PART ONE HERE

VAERS

"The Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System is a cooperative program for 
vaccine safety of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA). VAERS is a post-marketing safety 
surveillance program, collecting information about adverse events (possible side 
effects) that occur after the administration of US licensed vaccines.
This Web site provides a nationwide mechanism by which adverse events 
following immunization (AEFI) may be reported, analyzed and made available to 
the public. The VAERS Web site also provides a vehicle for disseminating vaccine 
safety-related information to parents/guardians, healthcare providers, vaccine 
manufacturers, state vaccine programs, and other constituencies." 

Only 10% of vaccine adverse events are ever reported to VAERS, in spite 
of the efforts of the CDC and the vaccine immunization programs in the different 
states. 

The vaccine authorities have always warned about misinterpretation of data and 
findings in VAERS reports. Their statement is clear.

When evaluating data from VAERS, it is important to note that for any 
reported event, no cause and effect relationship has been established. 
VAERS is interested in all potential associations between vaccines and 
adverse events. Therefore, VAERS collects data on any adverse event 
following vaccination, be it coincidental or truly caused by a vaccine. 
The report of an adverse event to VAERS is not documentation that a 
vaccine caused the event.
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January 12, 2004
HYPING VACCINES: AN 
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December 22, 2003
DR. ANDREW WAKEFIELD IS 

BEING BLAMED FOR THE 
DECLINE IN MEASLES, 
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VACCINATION, RUBELLA 

AND CONGENITAL RUBELLA 
SYNDROME

Separating Fact From Fiction 

file:///C|/Documents and Settings/Maggie/My Docume...NG ISSUES, FACING CHALLENGES, EXPLORING IDEAS2.htm (1 of 8)3/6/2006 1:47:48 PM

http://www.redflagsweekly.com/applications/ui/subscribe.php
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/vaccines/sept22_Yazbak_2P.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/vaccines/sept22_Yazbak_2P.html
mailto:?Subject=I thought you would find this of great interest&body=http://redflagsdaily.com/conferences/vaccines/sept22_Yazbak.html
mailto:?Subject=I thought you would find this of great interest&body=http://redflagsdaily.com/conferences/vaccines/sept22_Yazbak.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/index.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/archives.php
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/columnists.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/online_conference.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/gift.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/philosophy.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/mind_tech.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/lewishara.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/vaccines/index.html#top
http://www.vaccinationnews.com/
mailto:TLAutStudy@aol.com
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/vaccines/sept22_Yazbak.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/online_conference.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/yazbak/yazbak_about.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/vaccines/2004_jan12.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/vaccines/2004_jan12.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/autism/2003_dec22.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/autism/2003_dec22.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/autism/2003_dec22.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/autism/2003_dec22.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/autism/2003_dec22.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/autism/2003_dec22.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/autism/2003_dec22.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/autism/2003_dec22.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/autism/2003_dec22.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/autism/2003_dec22.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/autism/2003_dec22.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/vaccines/2003_dec04.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/vaccines/2003_dec04.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/vaccines/2003_dec04.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/vaccines/2003_dec04.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/conferences/vaccines/2003_dec04.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/yazbak/2003_nov04.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/yazbak/2003_nov04.html
http://www.redflagsweekly.com/yazbak/2003_nov04.html


REDFLAGSDAILY.COM - RAISING ISSUES, FACING CHALLENGES, EXPLORING IDEAS

The purpose of this review is to examine the subject of SIDS and vaccines by 
reviewing reports to VAERS, from the start of the program in 1990 through the 
end of 2002.

One should be extremely cautious in drawing conclusions. The fact that an infant 
died of SIDS shortly after receiving a certain vaccine should not imply that he or 
she died because of the vaccine. Infants almost always receive more than one 
vaccine at a time. The same report/case will be listed with each of the vaccines 
administered to the infant. As an example, in the first case listed with DTAP 
(Diphtheria, tetanus, acellular pertussis vaccine) the infant also received a dose 
of HIB (Hemophilus influenzae B) vaccine and therefore that case will also be 
listed under HIB. The only exception is in the nursery and the first month of life 
when the first dose of hepatitis B vaccine is usually administered. 

 

VAERS data search 

Vaccines: DTAP, DTP, DTPH, HIB, HBHEPB, HEP, HEP (under age 1 month)
DTP: Diphtheria, Tetanus and whole cell Pertussis (sometimes referred to as 
DTwcP)
DTPH: DTP + HIB
HBHEPB: HIB + Hepatitis B vaccine
HEP: Hepatitis B vaccine

DTAP DTP DTPH HIB HB

HEPB

HEP

All ages

HEP

Neonatal

All reports 18,484 26,581 6,108 23,474 2,863 38,600 249

Deaths 416 942 237 866 123 753 32

% Of total 2.2 3.5 3.9 3.7 4.3 1.9 12.8

SIDS 
cases

243 568 144 513 78 416 21

% Of total 1.3 2.1 2.3 2.2 2.7 1.1 8.4

% Of 
deaths

58.4 60.3 60.7 59.2 63.4 55.2 65.6

Table I
All reports: Number of reports filed with VAERS in which the vaccine was listed
Deaths: Number of reports of death for each vaccine
% Of total: The percentage of patients who died as compared to total reports for 
that vaccine.
SIDS cases: The number of reports for each vaccine where SIDS was listed as 
the cause of death
% Of total: The percentage of cases of SIDS per vaccine as compared to total 
reports
% Of deaths: The percentage of cases of SIDS compared to deaths for each 
vaccine 

During the period reviewed, there was a gradual switch from DTP to DTAP. A 
reliable comparison of DTP and DTAP reports is impossible. 

In fact, a reliable comparison of the data in the table above is also 
impossible, because several vaccines were often administered together. 
The only exception is the Hepatitis B vaccination in the newborn period. 

Only the CDC and FDA have the needed information to prove or disprove the 
following suggestions from the above data: 

November 1, 2003
A DETAILED REPORT ON 
VACCINES AND AUTISM, 

INCLUDING THE CURRENT 
CONTROVERSY BOILING 

OVER IN THE UK OVER THE 
MMR VACCINE 

October 15, 2003
THE SAGA OF PEDIATRIC 

HEPATITIS B VACCINATION
When it comes to the Sad Saga 

of the mandated Pediatric 
Hepatitis B Vaccination Program, 

there are still, twelve years 
later, more questions than 
answers. Probably the most 

baffling question is: why was a 
new vaccine recommended for a 

vulnerable infant without risk/
benefit analysis and in order to 
prevent a disease that was not 
an immediate threat and that 
had a decreasing incidence? 

October 10, 2003
SIDS, VACCINES AND VAERS: 

A FOLLOW-UP
On the basis of his investigation, 

a physician challenges 
statements made by the U.S. 
Institute of Medicine about 

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 
and vaccines 

September 22, 2003
SUDDEN INFANT DEATH 

SYNDROME AND THE 
VACCINE ADVERSE EVENT 

REPORTING SYSTEM: A 
REVIEW

A Physician investigates sudden 
and unexpected deaths of 

apparently healthy infants and 
the possible link of some of 

these deaths to vaccines

September 8, 2003
SHAKEN BABY SYNDROME 

AND VAERS: A REVIEW AND 
ANALYSIS

A physician investigates reports 
to the Vaccine Adverse Events 

Reporting System and finds that 
some parents who were accused 

of causing “Shaken Baby 
Syndrome” in their children 

were probably innocent
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